
Catastrophic Landslides reported in Galle, Matara, Kalutara, Ratnapura and 
Kegalle districts 

 

 Kaluthara District 

104 deaths have been reported from Kalutara district due to landslides and cutting failures, 
as confirmed from the Kalutara District Office. Bulathsinhala DS division reports the highest 
death toll. Bogahawatte, Niggaha, Pahiyangala, Thibbottawa and Kobowella from 
Bulathsinhala and Diganna, Athwalthota, Mawathawatte and Dalkeith Estate from 
Palindanuwara DS division are the most catastrophic landslide locations reported from the 
district.  

 Landslide near the Pahiyangala Cave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landslide occurred around 0400hr and 0410hr on 26.05.2017. The location belongs to Yatagampitiya, 

Niggaha of Bulathsinhala DS division, Kalutara. A three-day cumulative rainfall of 419mm had been 

recorded in the area at the time. The landslide resulted in 23 deaths. A special landslide investigation 

was carried out by NBRO and an emergency landslide disaster response report has been issued 

recommending the tenants living at the toe region of the slope to be temporary evacuated. One family 

has been recommended to be permanently relocated. Since there exists the possibility of reactivation 

of the landslide, it has further been recommended that it is not suitable for inhabitation while 



construction clearance should be obtained as per the circular NBRO 2011/01 prior to all future 

construction work in the area. 

The landslide location being in close proximity to the historical Fa Hien Cave (Pahiyangala) has raised 

significant concern, mostly due to the tension crack observed near the archaeological pit beside the 

cave. Several officials including Eng. (Dr.) Asiri Karunawardane, Director General, Mr. R. M. S. Bandara, 

Director LRRMD and Dr. H.A.G. Jayathissa have visited the location few times for further 

investigations.  

 Athwalthota Landslide, Palindanuwara (Baduraliya DS Division), Kalutara 
 
The landslide occurred in Athwelthota area in Baduraliya DS Division, Kalutara at around 0500hr on 
26.05.2017. 9 deaths were reported at the location while 4 houses were completely damaged from 
the disaster. Special landslide investigations have been carried out at the location recommending 
those four households to be relocated and several other households to be temporary evacuated.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 Landslide at Kosgulana, Kalutara district 
 
The disaster occurred in Kosgulana area and extended towards the Kukule Ganga River in between 
0430hr – 0500hr on 26.05.2017. Failure had occurred in two stages, lower half followed by the upper 
half resulting in two deaths and damaging 2 houses. Special landslide investigations have been carried 
out at the location. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Rathnapura 

Eheliyagoda, Kiriella and Nivithigala DS divisions are the most affected regions in Rathnapura 
district sustaining damages to lives and infrastructure, especially in Thalawitiya watta, Bogoda 
kanda, Palandahena, Arabboda, Kukuleliyadda, Meemurewatta, Kodithuwakkukanda, 
Dolapallehena, Horaketiyahena, Kiribathgala, Alupathgala, Horton watta, Girapagama areas. 
A total of 49 deaths have been reported according to NBRO records. The highest death toll 
was reported from Eheliyagoda DS division. Some roadside landslides managed to cut off 
major access routes particularly in Nivithigala DS division delaying up investigation works of 
NBRO officials initially. Several investigation teams are deployed for special landslide 
investigation work in the affected areas.  

 Landslide at Kiribathgala, Nivitigala DS Division, Ratnapura 

Landslide occurred on 26.05.2017 at around 8.30am. 11 deaths were reported at the location while 

13 are reported to be missing. A NBRO clearance report had been issued for this location on 2003. 14 

house owners were instructed to be permanently relocated while 13 families were temporary 

evacuated.  

 

 


